Collect

O Lord,

we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers
of your people who call upon you;

and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,

and also may have grace and power

faithfully to fulfil them;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 78:1-7

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
2| will open my mouth in a parable;
| will utter dark sayings from of old,
3things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us.
4We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the LorD, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.
>He established a testimony in Jacob
and appointed a law in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers
to teach to their children,
6that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,
and arise and tell them to their children,
7 so that they should set their hope in God
and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments;



Matthew 12:22-32

Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed
him, so that the man spoke and saw. 22 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this
be the Son of David?” 2 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul,
the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 2> Knowing their thoughts, he said
to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided
against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How
then will his kingdom stand? 2 And if | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons
cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 22 But if it is by the Spirit of God that |
cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 2° Or how can someone
enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man?
Then indeed he may plunder his house. 3° Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters. 3 Therefore | tell you, every sin and blasphemy
will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 And
whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Philippians 2:1-11

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition

or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. > Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ® who, though he was in the form of God,
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a

cross. °Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, 5o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, *and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.



